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HEADMASTER'S
WELCOME
Hello and a very warm welcome.
Our school (the original school was founded in 1949) is the only primary school in the country to
offer boarding as well as being a vibrant day school. We have strong overseas connections and we
really appreciate all that our non Irish pupils bring to the school. Headfort is truly beautiful and is
an environment in which our children thrive. Set in mature woodland encompassing 99 acres, the
children have the chance to roam and be themselves. Located nearby to Kells in County Meath, it
is but a scant one hour drive from Dublin and is equally accessible from the midlands. Headfort is a
school steeped in its own unique history in a setting with its own story to tell.
Even though we are a new school, we endeavour to keep traditions alive and maintain our own
distinctive ethos. Acutely aware of the importance of these formative years, Headfort strives to
create for its children a family atmosphere in which the qualities of independence, self assurance
and responsibility can be fostered. We want for our children enquiring minds, and we want to
develop their own personal talents to a level of achievement proportionate to their ability. To this
end Headfort enjoys a very high reputation for preparing children for Secondary and Public
schools in both Ireland and England. Academic learning is important but here in Headfort we
believe in well balanced, broad education and that all should contribute to the school community.
We provide small class sizes and a broad social and sports programme alongside an enhanced
curriculum. Positive psychology is an important part of the curriculum. Headfort is unique in that it
fosters lifetime relationships not only between pupils but also between staff and pupils in a
manner more common to secondary schools. These relationships last! Sport is very important and
we are lucky to have extensive playing fields and an indoor area with excellent experienced
coaches. Our students often go on to perform at the highest level.
The pandemic through which we are moving, has tested us to a huge extent but we have fought
back and have implemented an online teaching platform that is second to none. This has been
mainly brought about by our dedicated, young and lively staff to whom no task is too great and the
children are really benefiting from the interesting classes that are prepared for them. We all
however really look forward to the return of live, in-person lessons and the human interaction that
that brings. Meanwhile, all our staff and of course myself are really looking forward to meeting you
soon in our beautiful school.
KEVIN ALLWRIGHT
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OUR
MISSION
STATEMENT
Headfort School sets itself apart in its all-round, liberal approach to education, with small
classes and subject-specialist teachers. A co-educational and non-denominational school,
it offers outstanding, all-round primary education for both day and boarding pupils where
sport and extra-curricular activities form an integral part of each school day.
Set among 60 acres of stunning grounds less than an hour from Dublin, Headfort
encourages independent thinking, kindness and resilience in our children while
maintaining strong academic credentials.
Vision & Ethos:
Headfort encourages individuality in children. We aspire to academic excellence whilst
providing a place where strong and enduring relationships are able to flourish from an
early age. Our setting allows an unrushed childhood. Encouraging a broad approach to
learning: an all-round education. And yet it also ensures that each and every child can
perform to the best of their academic ability.
Mission:
To provide an education like no other, fostering an environment in which children are
able to learn, explore and play.
To promote the educational development of each child, instilling confidence and
recognising individual strengths and talent.
To encourage sound moral values, centred around compassion and kindness; attitudes
and habits that promote diversity and that foster inclusion.
To prepare each child for their future education, regularly placing pupils in top Irish
and British Independent schools.
To foster resilience, critical thinking and problem solving: essential skills in the context
of our new global environment.
To be a school of educational excellence, by providing the highest level of academic
attainment and personal development for each child.
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EDUCATION
FOR THE
FUTURE...

ALL-ROUND,
INCLUSIVE
APPROACH
TO
LEARNING...

SAFE AND
SUPPORTIVE
ENVIRONMENT
TO FACILITATE
AN UNRUSHED
CHILDHOOD...

CURRICULUM

JUNIOR INFANTS – 2ND FORM
The first four years of Headfort’s structure incorporate much of Maria Montessori’s ethos
with dynamic, hands-on lessons backing up their unique programme that is based on the
Irish primary school curriculum. Core subjects including Maths, English and Irish form the
backbone of the syllabus, which also incorporates Science and Environmental Studies and
weekly sessions of PE, Ukulele, Music, French and Positive Psychology. By introducing
these ideas early with the entire group we nurture confidence and a strong sense of
community by encouraging the children to support one another in all their endeavours.
We foster broad cultural and moral discussions in the classroom and utilise the extensive
grounds for regular nature walks. Students also can avail of a number of extra-curricular
lessons including piano and guitar. The lower years occupy the old forge of the estate,
which was recently converted into an imaginatively designed classroom but also spend a
good deal of time in the main school building. Children attend school assembly once a
week in the historic Eating Parlour and enjoy extra recreational reading time in the library.

3RD FORM – 6TH FORM
With a principal aim to cultivate a love of learning, from 3rd form to S1, a ‘Primary plus’
core academic curriculum is taught by subject specialists who conduct termly reviews with
parents. Because the programme is centred on both the Irish Primary School’s curriculum
and the ISEB Common Entrance, we are able to introduce some unique aspects to
learning. Children study English, Maths, French or Spanish, History, Geography, Science
(Chemistry, Physics and Biology are taught as standalone subjects on a termly basis in a
fully equipped laboratory), Religious Studies, Art & Design, Computing, Positive
Psychology and a choice between Irish and Latin & Classics. The school has specialist Art
& Design rooms with a traditional studio and a state-of-the-art Computer Design Lab
where coding is an integral part of what is now taught.
Our S1 year functions both as the year that feeds into the UK system at 13+ level and as a
transition year between primary and secondary school in Ireland for those who might
benefit from a more nurturing environment for an extended period. Children are also
prepared for scholarship exams throughout Ireland and the UK.
We understand that no two children are the same and therefore all pupils will navigate
education in their own way. Our size allows us to support children as they move ahead
through the school at their own rate and there is a teacher devoted to one-on-one
sessions for pupils who require support.
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SENIOR 1
Teaching a syllabus that builds on the foundations of the primary school curriculum whilst
focusing on subject specialism, enrolling in Senior One allows children to refine their core
subject learning whilst developing critical thinking. Alongside this, additional skills such as
computer literacy, social emotional competence to name but a few, are encouraged and
expanded on.
The three key features of S1 are:
1. A dedicated Form Tutor who plans and works with each pupil to create individual
learning paths, for example placing more emphasis on consolidating academic
competencies or preparing for advanced exams or scholarships.
2. S1 pupils will have been taught to act responsibly both in terms of performing school
duties, such as helping with lunch service or supervising break, but also in learning to
appreciate privileges such as a dedicated S1 common room and more freedom to manage
their own time.
3. Practical lessons in essential life-skills, such as budgeting, time-management, cooking,
basic DIY, to give them greater confidence and understanding of the adult world as they
move onto secondary school.
We will also be hiring a bespoke TEFL teacher who will prepare the students for the
Cambridge first exam, which they will take the following summer.
We will use the weekends to develop all-round skills and knowledge whilst providing
healthy social engagement. Additionally, choosing to remain at Headfort for an extra year
allows children the opportunity to experience boarding prior to secondary school, thus
learning to adjust to life away from home a year in advance.
Furthermore, students looking to undertake the 13+ curriculum may do so by completing
this year. A chance to compete for scholarships within the United Kingdom’s school
system and enter into corresponding Irish schools, is awarded to Senior One students,
something that has successfully been accomplished by many of our alumni.

BOARDING &
SCHOOL LIFE
BOARDING
Children may board from 3rd Form and this encourages an internationally diverse student
body with pupils from Spain, France, Mexico, Germany, Russia and many other countries
regularly joining for one or several terms. Flexi (maximum 2 nights a week) and ‘ sleepovers’ for day pupils are welcomed. There are a team of dedicated matrons who create a
home-away-from-home atmosphere for residential students, organising nightly activities
such as table quizzes and games nights, and are attentive to any potential problems or
homesickness that may arise. There are also several topical evenings each term for our
borders such as Halloween or Christmas parties. Befitting our close and small community,
there is a longstanding tradition of boarders being frequently welcomed home by their
friends at weekends.

SPORT
Headfort has always had a very vibrant sports
culture and indeed team sport forms an integral
part of each school day from 3rd form up. We
strongly believe in the benefits of participating
in sport, promoting teamwork and a sense of
community as well as deriving the health
benefits that go with regular exercise.
The core sports played at Headfort are Rugby,
Hockey, Athletics, Cricket, Basketball, Football
and Softball or Rounders and matches are
frequently played against other schools. Tennis,
Golf and Swimming are all offered as optional
extras.
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EXTRA CURRICULUM ACTIVITIES
The landscape around Headfort provides an
expansive ‘playground’, from the classical
topiary at the front of the house to the ‘forts’ in
the woods to the back, where children are
encouraged to play and explore safely.
Headfort is also unique in its ability to offer
riding as an extra-curricular activity for all
ability levels, with beautiful and extensive
grounds for hacking, a full cross-country course
and a purpose-built outdoor ménage. Children
are able to stable their ponies at school if they
wish and the summer term plays host to an
annual gymkhana where they are able to
showcase their progress. Other pursuits that
are offered include Carpentry and Cookery.
Drama is also a popular activity with multiple
productions taking place in the school theatre
each year.

MUSIC
As well as being built into the curriculum
for all classes at Headfort, we are also able
to offer one-on-one lessons in almost all
instruments as well as voice. While several
of our form teachers have strong musical
backgrounds themselves, there are also
several teachers who come in daily for
these lessons. In addition, there is a
dedicated band room allowing for a more
idiosyncratic take on the performing arts
and Headfort bands frequently entertain
the other students
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PASTORAL CARE

An enormous emphasis is placed on the mental
wellbeing of students from Junior Infants up to
S1. Positive Psychology has recently been
introduced as a standalone class for all years
concentrating on actively developing the skills
of hope, optimism and personal mastery. Form
teachers monitor the individual progress of
each child and our small size allows us to
understand all of our students thoroughly.
Teachers are always approachable to listen to
students regarding any problems that might
present themselves and there is a weekly staff
meeting at which concerns can be discussed.
The school has a dedicated chef and offers a
nutrionally-balanced menu for all our students
from Junior Infants up.

STRUCTURE OF SCHOOL DAY
As well as boarding, Headfort offers wraparound-care for day students making it a
flexible choice for working parents. From 3rd
Form the school day runs from 8.30am until
6pm and incorporates playtime, sports, extracurricular activities and prep time (homework).
School matches are played during the week.
The lower end of the school’s (Junior Infants –
2nd Class) day begins at 8.30am and finishes at
2.45pm with an after-school club on the
grounds running until 5.45pm. There is a
breakfast club available for all day pupils
from 8am.
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HOUSE &
GARDENS
Headfort House, the ancestral seat of the Taylour family, is home to the only surviving
Robert Adam-designed interior in Ireland, which lies behind a façade constructed by
George Semple in the 1770s. In 1949, the Marquess and Marchioness of Headfort
founded a new boarding school for boys of prep school age and girls were welcomed from
1975. Headfort School has become intrinsic to the survival of this unique piece of Irish
history and, in turn, generations of children have enjoyed an early introduction to one of
the great 18th century architects. Having been owned and maintained by Headfort Trust
since 1996, Headfort House was included on the World Monument’s Fund 100 Most
Endangered Sites in 2004, which generated renewed interest to the building. This brought
about a fundraising effort led by the Trust alongside the Irish Georgian Society which
culminated in the restoration of several of the Adam-designed rooms including the
renowned Eating Parlour in 2008.
The gardens and parkland that
surround the house are equally
notable, the Taylour family having
sponsored several of celebrated
plant-hunter George Forrest’s
expeditions to China, Burma and
Tibet in the 1920s. Many rare
species of trees and shrubs,
including a world-class collection
of Rhododendrons, survive on the
grounds and there is a classical
topiary, which was laid out in the
19th Century, to the front of the
building that looks out over
parkland, now owned by
Headfort Golf Course, and the
Blackwater River.
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VISIT US
We would love for you to visit Headfort in person and experience the atmosphere and
surroundings that make us a unique feature of Irish education. Get in touch to make an
appointment. Alternatively, keep up to date with us online for information on all
upcoming virtual tours.
We look forward to meeting you and your family.

+353 (0)46 927 1116
admissions@headfortschool.com
www.headfortschool.com
Kells, Co. Meath, A82 H7P2

